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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,6-8, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tiesler et al. (6,575,528). 

Tiesler et al. disclose an automotive interior trim assembly comprising a substrate (60) and a 
storage compartment coupled to the substrate and adapted to store items. The storage 
compartment is comprised of a compartment body (36) that defines a cavity for storing 
items and has integral connecting members formed therein on element (40), as seen in 
Figure 2. A cover (50) has integral connecting members (52) formed therein to couple with 
the connecting members of the compartment body. The cover body (50) can be moved 
between an open position that allows one to access the cavity through opening (54) of the 
compartment body and a closed position where the cover overlies the opening (54). In 
reference to claim 6, the cover (54) is pivotally moved between the open and closed 
positions. In reference to claim 18, the automotive interior assembly includes a first member 
(36) having at least one connecting member integrally formed therein, as seen in Figure 2, 
and a second member (50) with at least one connecting member (52) integrally formed 
therein, as seen in Figure 2. The first member connecting members cooperate with the 
second member connecting members (52) to pivotally couple the first member to the second 
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member. In reference to claim 19, the first member is a compartment body and the second 
member is a cover. However, Tiesler et al. do not disclose the claimed materials for the 
compartment body and cover. 

Official notice is being taken that polybutylene terephthalate and polypropylene are well 
known in the automotive art, are commonly used to form parts of interior trim assemblies, 
and have known properties. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to: 

form the compartment body of Tiesler et al. of polybutylene terephthalate, and 
form the cover of Tiesler et al. of polypropylene, 
as an obvious expedients to provide the components with the desired look, feel, weight, and 
strength resulting in the compartment body being formed of a material with a melting point 
higher than the melting point of the material that forms the cover. 
3. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination, 
as applied to claim 1 . 

In reference to claims 2 and 4, Tiesler et al., as modified, discloses the body connecting 
members formed with receiving portions that define a bore that extends from left to right, as 
seen in Figure 2. The cover connecting members (52) comprise projection portions that are 
received in the body connecting members. In reference to claim 3, the projection portions 
are pins, as broadly claimed. However, Tiesler et al. do not disclose the receiving portion 
being located on the cover and the projecting portion being located on the compartment 
body. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to: 

form the receiving portions at the end of the cover connecting members instead of 
the compartment body of Tiesler et al., and 

form the projecting portions on the compartment body instead of the cover of 
Tiesler et al., 

as an obvious expedient that will result in a pivotal connection between the cover 
and the compartment body without any decrease in functionality. 

4. Claims 1 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cannon et 

al. (6,116,672) in view of Tiesler et al. (6,575,528). 

Cannon et al. disclose an automotive trim including a substrate (18) that is coupled to a 
storage compartment (24). The storage compartment is formed of a compartment body (26) 
that defines a cavity and has openings, as seen in Figures 1 and 2a. A cover is pivotally 
coupled to the compartment body, as seen in Figures 1 and 2a. In reference to claim 9, the 
trim assembly is a door panel. However, Cannon et al. do not disclose the claimed 
connecting members or the claimed materials. 

Tiesler et al. teach integrally forming connecting members to a compartment body (36) and a 
cover (50) such that the connecting members cooperate with one another to allow the cover 
to pivot between open and closed positions. 

Official notice is being taken that polybutylene terephthalate and polypropylene are well 
known in the automotive art, are commonly used to form parts of interior trim assemblies, 
and have known properties. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to: 

form the compartment body of Cannon et aL with integral connecting members, as 
taught by Tiesler et aL, 

form the cover of Cannon et al. with integral connecting members, as taught by 
Tiesler et aL, that cooperate with the body connecting members to form a hinge between the 
cover and the compartment body, 

form the compartment body of Cannon et al. of polybutylene terephthalate, and 

form the cover of Cannon et al. of polypropylene, 
as an obvious expedients to provide the components with the desired look, feel, weight, and 
strength resulting in the compartment body being formed of a material with a melting point 
higher than the melting point of the material that forms the cover. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 6/1/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant has argued that there is no teaching or suggestion to form the 
compartment body of a first material and to form the cover from a second material having a 
different melting point from the first material. The rejection is not based on one of ordinary skilled 
in the art selecting the materials based on the melting points. It is based on the selection of 
materials based on other known properties of the materials like strength, weight, textures, etc.. The 
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use of the claimed materials to form interior vehicle parts, like the ones of Tiesler, is well known in 
the art. Forming an interior vehicle structure using different materials for separate parts of the 
structure to optimize the structure is also well known. The rejection is based on one skilled in the 
art optimizing the manufacture of the structure of Tiesler by selecting materials that provide the 
desired look, feel, weight, and strength. The result is a compartment body that is formed of one 
material that has a melting point that is different from the melting point of the material that forms 
the cover. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Greg Blankenship whose telephone number is 571-272-6656. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 7-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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